
H E A R 
ABOUTS A

PR
IL

 2
01

8

The Free Community Magazine for Eglingham Parish
North Charlton | South Charlton | Eglingham | & Everywhere Between

Cover by Ian Smith



From the Editor
Hello spring!
...well its supposed to be spring anyway...
What a rubbish winter we’ve had, its felt 
like its gone on since June. So I thought I’d 
encourage the sun to come out by putting a 
snowy photo on the cover to emphasize how long the weather has been crap! (Oh and 
the fact its a really nice image by Ian, which also the colour of the moonlight reminds 
me of Turner’s early oil painting “Fishermen at Sea”. I love Turner’s work! 
All this rain, the low temperatures and the snow before it has caused havoc and 
heartbreak, as many of our farming neighbours are struggling through a tough 
lambing season.
Also after playing for almost 30 years, this is the 1st year I been aware of when there 
is the threat to delay the beginning of the Cricket season as the league are currently 
weighing up options, as so many grounds are unfit to play on (the season is supposed to 
start this Saturday the 14th). Rock CC resembles a bog! (More so than normal anyway!) 
But once  we do get started, please do support us in any way you can, the team would 
love to see new supporters and members.
Right then, time to get this off to Geoff to print before he disappears again... ;)  
Andy

Email: hearabouts@outlook.com
Address: The Croft
 32 South Charlton

 Alnwick
 Northumberland

 NE66 2NA

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Hear Abouts is all about you the reader within our Parish. It is written by yourselves (or by those 
just beyond our borders) and without those submissions there would be no Hear Abouts. Just a few 
things to note while submitting content to us which helps us out though. 
Please email all content to the email address hearabouts@outlook.com and no other. There is less 
chance of it getting lost and forgotten about then. Please send content typed in an attached document 
file (eg Word). Please name the file with the article title, or be descriptive in it. It gets a little confusing 
when you have 4 files all called hear_abouts_artcle.docx 
Pictures make things pretty! If you have an image to accompany the article great! Pictures tell a 
thousand words! A good size image helps us deliver a quality print. So ideally images should be around 
2000 pixels on the longest edge. Please remember to own or have permission to use the picture you 
send. Even as a non-profit we are liable to claims of using copyrighted images, even within our small 
print run.
DISCLAIMER 
Just a reminder for the easily offended or argumentative. Please note that the views expressed within are 
those of the named contributors not the Hear Abouts team. Thank you. Feel free to write in with a reply to 
anything to be published though! 
Also please be aware that Hear Abouts is made available online digitally at www.eglingham.info and is 
searchable worldwide, so any information you provide will be published “beyond our borders”.

w w w . e g l i n g h a m . i n f o

Lunch Club
Wednesday April 18th 12noon
South Charlton Village Hall

All welcome for a choice of Soups and sweets amongst friends



Eglingham Village Hall 100 Club Draws
March

1st Prize : Ruth Hunter
2nd Prize: Peter Marriott-Lodge

3rd prize: John Redden

April
1st Kerri Turtle
2nd Val Hooks

3rd Judi Rutherford

Bridge repair work finally finished
Just before Easter the bridge on the Shipley road opened again after many weeks 
of many diverted journeys to reach each other between out main villages - though 
the lack of traffic, especially the heavy traffic, has been warmly welcomed in South 
Charlton!
But Easter weekend saw the road open again.

Here is a small view of why it was...



Activities for Residents 2018
Malcolm Angus has been very successful using the Eglingham Community Association 
as the project “manager” to deliver excellent cultural performances financed by our 
local Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund, with a concert in South Charlton and a 
play in Eglingham already under his belt.
The South Charlton PCC has agreed to apply now for £2,000 to host hopefully half a 
dozen days out between now and the end of the year. Subject to formal Wind Farm 
Panel approval, the first of these will be a day-trip to Beamish Museum in mid-May, 
and the next should be a day out at the newly renovated Spanish City in South Shields 
in June.
Ayman Bakr and the team at Grovewood House are helping co-ordinate these trips 
and will kindly provide packed lunches for everyone. Exact dates depend on mini-bus 
availability which should be confirmed shortly. Places are limited so we should like to 
know simply if you are interested in the idea and might like to join in. Please contact 
me (home tel. 579316) or Ayman (mob. 07732 440746) then we can let you know as soon 
as we have final details. 
We shall also be publishing information on the Residents e-mail service and putting 
up posters on village notice-boards.
John Rutherford
South Charlton 
e:jarutherford@btinternet.com

 

GARDENS OPEN AT 

HEDGELEY HALL 

SUNDAY 3rd JUNE 

2 – 6 PM 
Entrance £5 – Children Free

Tea & Cakes

Plant Stall

Woodland Walk with Rhododendrons

Dogs Welcome on Leads

Live music

IN AID OF HOSPICE CARE  



Eglingham WI
Our March meeting was the first of our centenary celebrations.  We all gathered in the 
hall which had been decorated with bunting and the tables laid with flowers. At 7pm 
Andy Gray arrived to take a group photo.   When Andy was satisfied with the shots he 
had taken everyone made their way to the tables to await supper.  On this occasion 
supper was not made by our members but by Fiona Burn, a local caterer. Our choices 
were Tarragon Chicken and Fish Pie followed by the desserts of Pear and Almond Tart, 
Chocolate Mousse or Fruit Cocktail.  The meal was delicious and there were seconds 
for those who wanted it. Following coffee, David Alston presented a quiz with subjects 
of local general knowledge, Northumberland places, Eglingham WI and Eglingham 
and area. The quiz proved very popular and Brenda Robertson gave a vote of thanks 
for David’s hard work in compiling this.    Everyone agreed it had been a very enjoyable 
evening and were looking forward to our next celebration in May.

Our next meeting is on Thursday 12 April 2018.  The speaker will be Liz O’Donnell 
whose talk is entitled Hens That Want to Crow, the NE’s pioneering women’s struggle 
for voted and other campaigns.
Pat Ives

100 things you may not know about Eglingham WI
With the arrival of spring, this third reflection on our Centenary focuses on events 
around Easter and eggs.

31.  There has been a long standing tradition in Eglingham to donate eggs for charity. 
It started during WW1, when Mrs Ormsby, the Bishop of Eglingham’s wife, appealed 
for fresh eggs on behalf of the National Egg Collection for wounded soldiers and 
sailors  in London and the Pendower Military Convalescence Hospital, run by the 
Red Cross, in Newcastle.



32. Eggs are what we would now call a super food. Poultry World, who launched the 
appeal, said ‘every hen should be on active service’ and at a time when many people 
kept hens it was a way they could easily contribute to the war effort. Mrs Ormsby’s 
appeal raised over 100 dozen eggs. Special egg boxes were sent carriage free to London 
and back by rail, and donors were encouraged to write their name and address on 
the eggs with a message. 

33. The local Alnwick newspaper correspondent was impressed with Eglingham’s 
efforts and, in June 1918, wrote ‘other country parishes might easily help the wounded 
this way’.

34. The WI was quick to pick up this initiative and when records begin again after 
WW2, collecting eggs at Easter time for various charities became an annual endeavour 
for almost 40 years until the mid 1980’s.

35. In the 1950’s, both fresh and dyed boiled eggs were donated, collected and delivered 
by Eglingham members for the Poor Children’s Holiday Association (PCHA), a charity 
supporting Stannington Sanatorium. This charity, which is now known as Children 
North East, is still supported by our wider community at both Easter and Christmas 
time. 
36. During the early 1970’s, eggs were packed and sent by bus to the Prudhoe Street 
Mission, but by 1979, members decided to sent the eggs locally to the Cottage Hospital, 
and in the 1980’s  to Thornbrae Children’s Home (4 dozen in 1984), both in Alnwick. 
37. In the 1970’s and 80’s, the WI organised successful annual fund raising Easter 
Fairs. Members brought their eggs for collection to the village hall, and for the last 
two years, the eggs were only sent fresh.

38. Dyed eggs were prepared in various ways. One method, remembered by past 
member Enid Grahamslaw, involved pressing small flowers against the egg shell, 
then wrapping with a colourful fabric and finally using wool to hold it all in place 
whilst the egg was boiled. The dye would run from the fabric to stain the egg shell 
leaving only the shape of the flower the original colour.

39. The WI nationally offers a unique role for women to campaign on issues that 
matter to them and their communities, and spring is the time the National Federation’s 
of WI vote at their Annual Meeting on which resolution to select for their next 
campaign. Each year, members have the chance to put forward issues they want to 
raise awareness about. Successful resolutions become mandates that form the basis 
of campaigns and educational activity.

40. In 2011, Eglingham member, Dr Penny Garood, proposed a resolution ‘Reducing 
Rural Fuel Poverty’ which was chosen to be shortlisted for consideration by the 
national membership.  There is a strong link between fuel poverty and being off the 
gas grid which disproportionally affects rural homes. Unfortunately, although it is 
an ongoing problem, which has worsened as fuel prices have risen, members were 
very disappointed when it did not receive enough votes for it to be the successful 
choice.



Innogy Renewables UK Middlemoor Wind Farm 
Community Benefit Fund

Will open for applications on Monday 16 April 2018
The deadline for submitting applications is Monday 28 May 2018 for consideration at 

the Panel meeting in July 2018
Applications are invited for the Innogy Renewables UK Limited Middlemoor Windfarm 
Community Benefit Fund at the Community Foundation. 
Area of benefit:
• Priority consideration will be given to applications from individuals, groups, projects and 
activities based within the Parish of Eglingham.
• Consideration will also be given to applications from groups and organisations outside of 
Eglingham Parish that provide services and activities that are deemed by the Fund to be of benefit 
to residents of the Parish.
Groups can apply for a minimum of £250 up to £81,000.  Individuals can apply for a minimum of £250 
up to a maximum of £2,000, subject to periodic review.

Who can apply?
• Individuals resident within the Parish of Eglingham.
• Constituted voluntary, community groups and charities based within the Parish of Eglingham.
• Consideration will also be given to constituted voluntary, community groups and charities 
which operate outside the Parish, if they can demonstrate that the project benefits people living 
within the Parish of Eglingham.
What can be funded:
• The fund will consider requests for both capital and revenue funding.
• The Fund will support requests that are charitable, educational, philanthropic and benevolent 
in purpose.
• It will make grants to community groups, voluntary/charitable organisations and schools (for 
non-statutory purposes only).
• Capital items with tangible, lasting benefit, including improvements to community buildings.
• Biodiversity and habitat conservation.
• Energy conservation and increased use of renewables.
• Other projects which are community based and/or community led.

Examples of what grants will be supported:
• Capital items (buildings, machinery, equipment, vehicles and tools etc.)
• Time limited revenue requests.
• Sessional worker costs, e.g. workshops, tutors.
• Repairs and/or refurbishment to community buildings.
• Start-up costs for new community groups.
• Out-of-school activities.
• Voluntary and community group activities.
• Community and environmental projects.
• Educational bursaries, apprenticeships, training courses.



COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk – Tel. 07779 983072
 
War on Potholes – Although I drive around all of my ward and report any potholes 
I come across (which are many), can I also ask the Parish Council Clerk/Councillors/
residents  to log onto the NCC website and report them https://online.northumberland.
gov.uk/citizenportal/form.aspx?form=557 as they see them, or, telephone 0345 600 
6400 and ask for Highways. 

Roads which are  being resurfaced this year are, the Longhoughton to Denwick road 
(monies for this work have been  received from Northumberland Estates for damage  
to the road by Quarry vehicles) There are major surface dressing schemes at South 
Charlton, Storrars Bank, Longhoughton (C80), Rock to Rennington (C73), and the 
B1339 south of Longhoughton. There is also a Micro Asphalt scheme at Trenchard 
Way in Longhoughton. There are 2 major resurfacing schemes around Christon Bank, 
one on the B6347 West Falloden to Christon Bank, and one on the B1340 The Lonnen, 
Christon Bank.
Wendy

This list is not exhaustive and all applications will be given due consideration by the advisory panel.
What will not be funded:
• Retrospective grants.
• Activities that are the current responsibility of statutory authorities (e.g. School curriculum 
activities, road repairs etc).
• Political campaigns.
• Religious campaigns.
• Individuals full-time resident outside the parish of Eglingham.
• Projects, activities within the parish of Ellingham (for so long as a dedicated community wind 
farm benefit fund exists within Ellingham Parish).
• Projects whose purpose is to generate income for personal gain.
• Repayment of loans or debts.
• Funding for third party distribution.
• Anti-renewable energy/windfarm activities.
• Activities likely to bring the reputation of the Community Foundation or Innogy Renewables 
UK Ltd or its subsidiaries into disrepute.

How to apply
Please apply online at www.communityfoundation.org.uk/apply

For further details please contact:
Pete Barrett, 
Senior Programme Advisor, 
Community Foundation Tyne and Wear & Northumberland 
Email: pb@communityfoundation.org.uk
Tel: 0191 222 0945



Wanted:
The Tankerville Arms Eglingham

P/T restaurant staff (over 17yo)
needed from June - good rates of pay

Call George
01665 578529

Next Coffee & Chats
will be at South Charlton

Saturday 5th of May
10-12noon

Saturday May 19th
You are Invited to...

The Royal Wedding
(& FA Cup Final)

On the big screen

South Charlton Village Hall
Timings TBC

Refreshments will be available
Further details on residents@ nearer the date

Abbey Ambience
 

On Friday 9th March, we were treated to 
a truly exceptional performance of live 
strings, which echoed around the hallowed 
nave of St James’ South Charlton, an array 
of candles flickering on the altar and 
around the church. From this atmospheric 
setting, Abbey Strings gave us a programme 
of Vivaldi, Bach, Kroll and more, providing 
an evening of high emotion, pace, drama, 
even humour.
Jessica and Karen, along with Ken on the 
keyboard, performed with energy and 



vitality. Jessica (left) ensured that the fiddle ‘ran riot at high speed’ for the Kroll piece 
with Karen, playing her violin ‘pizzicato’ to represent a banjo. It was breathtaking!  
We then experienced soaring notes evoking poignancy and sadness: the theme from 
Schindler’s List by John Williams was truly moving. The Ashokan Farewell with echoes 
of Celtic melodies reached out to us, through Karen’s beautiful lyrical interpretation. 
She really tugged at our heart strings!  We were also surprised to hear a Leonard Cohen 
composition, and another evocative arrangement, this time it was:  ‘Alleluia’.  Many 
of us were singing the lyrics to ourselves as the crescendo leading up to the chorus 
proved irresistible!
We had the Kinks ‘Sunny Afternoon’ and many more Golden Oldies in the ‘Lollipops 
for two violins’ section.  Jessica had arranged a compilation of Pop Tunes to keep us 
guessing. Who knew that the two violins could be so versatile?
 It was a bit chilly, after all it was a March evening in an old stone building, but there 
were some heating issues on the night. Apparently these have now been resolved.  
Ever professional, a clenching and stretching of hands was necessary between pieces! 

The Bach melodies were uplifting. Jessica and Karen 
played three movements of a Concerto in C Minor, the slow 
movement allowing us time to savour the moment, as they 
moved seamlessly through the scores.
It comes as no surprise to learn that Jessica Graham has 
won awards for her Chamber music and has spent many 
years with the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, among others, 
(including the Halle). After training at the Royal Northern 
College of Music, and completing a Music Degree, she has 
toured the world with her violin, and currently plays with the 
Royal Northern Sinfonia, and Opera North, as well as for local 
concerts.             Karen Wigham trained at the Royal Scottish 
Academy of Music, graduating in 
Violin Performance, and is a freelance 
violinist with Orchestras and Chamber 
groups.  She also teaches music, and is 
Director of Music at a local school.                            
Ken Irvine is a seasoned performer on 
the piano, for choirs, Music Festivals, 
Morpeth Operatic Society, and still 
plays regularly at Concerts in Morpeth. 

He has been a church organist for over 30 years. He provided a 
confident accompaniment for the strings, supporting, but not 
detracting from the clarity of sound.
The Arrival of the Queen of Sheba from Handel as an encore 
completed our memorable evening. 
There were refreshments, a buffet with soft drinks and wine at half time, provided 
by members of the church, and a basket for donations.   This is a new format for live 
performance in our area. There will be other artists and groups who will be invited by 
the ECA, and subsidised to perform in our local Village Halls and churches. Please look 
out for them and come along. It could be another memorable occasion!! 
Margaret Bell



New to the Parish
Hello everyone, I have been given the honour of introducing our pack to the lovely 
people of Eglingham and South Charlton.  “Our Pack” is Alexa’s Animals (Registered 
Charity No. 1170022) and we have been finding new homes for dogs in this area for more 
than twenty five years.  We work collaboratively with SHAK and the dog wardens to 
give the right sort of billet for dogs in need.  
In February, after about six 
months without a base, we finally 
moved in to Patterson’s Cottage at 
Charlton Mires and took over the 
boarding kennels previously run 
as Basey’s.  Sue and Billy are the 
permanent human residents and 
they run the boarding side of the 
operation.  This is an important 
service for local pet owners who 
need to go away without their 
dogs or perhaps have to work 
very long hours and don’t want to 
leave their beloved pack member 
locked up at home for all that time.  
My mate Caesar and I were two of the first rescue dogs to come into the volunteer-run 
side of the new premises and we have settled in really well.  The volunteers say it is 
much nicer here and they keep our kennels clean and warm.  Caesar is actually a bit 
miffed at the moment because he has had to have “a little operation” and is wearing 
the cone of shame but this means he is ready to go to a new home if only someone 
would offer him a place to put his bed. I have been here for a month; at first I was very 
frightened but now I jump up and run to have my lead put on when it is time for a 
walk and really quite enjoy being patted.
Last week Sam the Spaniel and Buster the Staffy went off to new homes but in the 
blink of an eye in came another Buster – this time a black Labrador cross with a lovely 
shiny coat. Dogs come here for all sorts of reasons but most often because their owners 
can’t look after them any longer.
 We are looking forward to the end of the lambing so we can go back to walking on the 
footpaths instead of doing laps of the layby.  Playing in our field is quite nice but it has 
been very muddy and wet on the days when it hasn’t been under snow.
We hope that we can be good neighbours and would welcome your help.  If you are 
able to give a couple of hours a week to do a stint of dog-walking and kennel cleaning 
that would be magic but we are always on the look-out for fetes and fairs where 
we could run our tombola or for donations of old blankets or dog food.  If you can 
help us or are interested in adoption please contact our human friends at www.
alexasanimals.com or on 01665 576677.  To contact the boarding operation please email 
us at pattersonskennels@gmail.com  
Paws crossed I will have a new pad before the next edition of Hear Abouts,
Scooby the Lurcher (with a touch of Saluki)



EGLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk; Amy Smith 01665 603755

Email; amycartmell@googlemail.com
 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday March 7th 2017  at Eglingham  Village Hall. 
  Present –   Chair D Alston, Cllrs   J Lawson, D Biesterfield,   A Gray,  G Grahamslaw.
 Apologies for absence. Cllrs H Stafford, Paul McIver, J Robson. County Councillor 
Wendy Pattison. 
 In attendance  - Amy Smith (clerk).

Matters arising; Eglingham Village Hall soil removal- Cllr Alston reported there was a 
concern regarding the wall’s safety once exposed which could therefore effect funding 
for its restoration.  It is being considered whether to try some trial holes to assess the 
condition of the wall.

Community Asset Registration- The clerk has written to the landowners of the village 
halls and Eglingham Village pub, informing them of the PC’s intention.
W.I. invitation; The chair will attend  Eglingham W.I.  Centenary celebration meal and 
entertainment on May 10, following their invite.

iNorthumberland broadband- the chair reported that Mr Archer and Mr Morgan had 
now registered for Community Broadband.  The clerk will contact Sylvia Pringle at 
iNorthumberland to see if there are any addresses in Eglingham Parish that are still 
to be registered. 

Lime trees, Eglingham; Carolyn Brewster had copied the Parish Council into a letter 
she had written to Glen Sanderson at Northumberland County Council. It asks Mr 
Sanderson to review the decision not to fell the Lime Trees in Eglingham Church Lane.  
She also raised concerns about the further topping of the Lime Trees highlighting the 
County Council’s own leaflet which highlights problems caused by tree topping.  Ms 
Brewster had also asked that the clerk contact NCC regarding their as yet unfulfilled 
commitment to cut back overhanging branches on the Lime Trees by the Spring.

Middlemoor Windfarm Community Fund; Tennis court application; The clerk had 
submitted the application and responded to a request for more information including 
a query on a usage charge for the tennis court.  The chair confirmed that an annual 
minimal fee would be charged to cover maintenance.

Financial; Eglingham Community  Field quote for works; It was agreed and seconded 
to authorise groundworks to improve access to Eglingham Community Field for £2016 
from Greenfingers. 

Planning; Eglingham Terrace, Land South of 1 The Terrace, 18/00274/FUL. The chair 
thanked Cllr Biesterfield for his letters to NCC planning department which set out 
that while the Parish Council did not oppose the application it did  ask that particular 
attention be paid in its consideration to Eglingham Conservation Area Character 
Appraisal.



Any other business; Beanley Road- Cllr Grahamslaw reported that while clearing 
the road of snow he noticed significant overhanging trees near the cricket pitch 
obstructing view.  The clerk will contact the County Council.
Chlorine- Cllr Alston reported that there had been some complaints about a chlorine 
taste in the water in Eglingham.  No councillors reported being aware of this.

Date of next meeting - The next meeting  of the Parish Council will be on Wednesday 
April 18h at South Charlton Village Hall from 7.30pm.

Eglingham Parish Council has received a grant from the RWE/Innogy windfarm 
fund to resurface the tennis court in the community field. It is likely that work will 
start, cleaning and clearing within the next couple of weeks with the main work of 
resurfacing probably taking place in May

The court should be available for use during the summer of this year. Further 
information about use will be sent out soon. 

Eglingham Parish Council

Labrador Tales
 

A Beastly Find!

On the eighth day of the Beast from the East, I finally got my car out.  Mainly thanks 
to the estate who had diligently cleared the lane up to the farm.  Having spent 30 years 



living on top of the Pennines, planning for snow was a part of winter life.  So, I was 
well stocked up with food and fuel.  But, you don’t get the ocean in the Pennines, and 
so the beach draws me even in bad weather.  In fact, especially in bad weather.  I love 
the noise of those huge, powerful, frothy breakers when the sea commands respect 
and in return, gives up her treasures. 
Our visit was on a really, really wild day!  Fortunately, the sand was wet and not blowing 
around.  The only thing on the wind was white foam from the breakers which stuck to 
the grass in the dunes like cuckoo spit.  The beach walking north to Long Nanny, was 
littered with dead and dying guillemots and one solitary puffin.  Weak from desperately 
trying to fish, they were being thrown up by the waves having succumbed to the cold 
and hunger.  Larger sea birds waited patiently on the shore to benefit from the gorey 
scene.  It was all very dramatic and heart wrenching.  Of course, the dogs couldn’t have 
loved it more!  They were hyper with the excitement of so many corpses to sniff and 
roll on.  I thought what a good job they’re therapy and not gun dogs!  We’d instantly get 
expelled from a shoot!
Whilst collecting a whole carrier bag of sea urchins to take to the school where I 
volunteer, I saw the dogs messing with one of several trees which had washed up.  
As I got closer, I could see it wasn’t a tree and when on top of it, realised what it was.  
A conger eel!  Thankfully, dead.   It was huge – much longer than I am tall.  It had an 
enormous head with rows of large teeth in its massive jaws.  It was so large that I could 
open its mouth with my ball launcher and stick it right down its throat!  It seemed to 
be quite fresh with no damage to it at all.  Its eyes stood proud in its head and although 
scary, I thought what a magnificent beast it was.  It brought back memories of when 
I was a child.  My father sometimes went sea fishing and we would eat conger eel.  
Although very boney, the flesh is lovely and meaty and a bit like swordfish.  Not being 
Bear Grylls, I didn’t have a knife.  So instead of cutting myself a few steaks, I took this 
photo instead!  I told Paddy to lie down and stay so that you could see how big the eel 
was.  I took the photo, put my phone away and continued on up the beach.  After a 
while, I thought “where is he?”  For one silly moment I was worried that the eel wasn’t 
dead.  Paddy, bless him, had stayed because I hadn’t released him!  Perhaps he’s got the 
makings of a gun dog after all!
Jane

In Memoriam
When you go home, tell them of us and say

For their tomorrow, we gave our today

Sister Sarah Elizabeth DIXON
Lost at Sea: 24 January 1944. (Age 32)
Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing Service. Service No. 206968
Remembered at Eglingham and South Charlton War Memorials; St James’ Church, South Charlton; 
the Brookwood War Memorial 1939-1945. 
Sarah was born in 1912, the oldest child of James, a farmer, and Margaret Thomson (nee Shell). James 
farmed at East Ditchburn.
Sarah qualified as a nurse at the RVI, Newcastle, but enlisted for military service at the outbreak of 
World War II. She was lost at sea off Anzio, Sicily, when the hospital carrier ship, St David was sunk. 
She is remembered on the Brookwood War Memorial in Surrey which commemorates those killed on 
active service with no known grave and no other appropriate memorial. 



Sarah’s death was recorded in an article in the Berwickshire News and General Advertiser of 7 March 
1944:
“Sister Sarah Elizabeth (Bessie) Dixon Q.A.I.M.N.S/R., who was serving on a hospital ship, has been 
posted missing presumed lost in January 1944. She is the elder daughter of Mr and Mrs James Dixon 
of East Ditchburn, Eglingham. Sister Dixon qualified as a nurse at the Royal Victoria Infirmary, 
Newcastle. At the outbreak of war she volunteered for active service. She nursed Sir Thomas Oliver 
during his illness and then went to hospitals at Shotley Bridge, Lincoln and Kirkwall. She joined the 
hospital ship on May 14th 1943. After the ship had been hit Sister Dixon and Sister Harrison stayed on 
board to help with the wounded.”
Sadly, the memorial plaque in St. James’ Church gives the incorrect year for Sarah’s death, as does the 
Queen Alexandra Nursing website. The newspaper article, probate records and the memorial details 
at Brookwood managed by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, confirm the year as 1944 
and her age at death as 32. 

Private Bertram Reinfred BARRON “Bertie” 
Killed in Action: 6 September 1915. (Age 21)
The Northumberland Fusiliers.  Service No. 13130
Buried at Ridge Wood Military Cemetery, Belgium.
Remembered in St Michael & All Angels, Michael, Isle of Man and the Eglingham War Memorial
Bertram was born in Michael, Isle of Man in 1894, one of five children and the only son of John 
Thomas, a butler, and Ann Elizabeth, a cook/housekeeper at the Bishop Wilson Theological College. 
In 1911 Bertram lived with his family in The Lodge, Michael, Isle of Man. He was a domestic gardener. 
Prior to enlisting at Alnwick, Bertram had moved and was employed as a gardener at West Lilburn. 
Another two gardeners at West Lilburn are named on the war memorial, Frederick Jerram and 
Richard Ridding. It is tempting to think that they all joined up together.
Bertram’s battalion would have been holding the front line of the southern sector of the Ypres salient 
at the time of his death.  

Private Thomas DUNN
Died: 27 October 1918. (Age 28)
The Northumberland Fusiliers. Service No. 267340 (Tyneside Scottish)
Buried in Hamburg Cemetery, Germany. Remembered at the Eglingham War Memorial
Thomas was born in Netherton, near Rothbury in 1889, the son of George, a horseman on a farm, 
and Jane. In 1911 the family were living at Low Hedgeley where Thomas, one of five children, was a 
groom/gardener.  
Thomas must have been captured by the Germans at some point because the only reference to his 
fate is from the International Red Cross. He appears on a list of soldiers who died in a prisoner of war 
camp in Germany called Minden. Minden did not have a good reputation which would have been 
exacerbated by the fact that the allied blockade of Germany meant that food was scarce. Priority 
would not have been given to feeding allied prisoners.
Two other sons of George and Jane were in the Army. George, the eldest, was injured on at least one 
occasion and was also hospitalised with trench fever. 



Next Issue:
Early May 2018

Content Must be submitted by 20th April

R e s i d e n t s @ Email List
A resident of the Parish? Then if you haven’t already... Sign up for our community 
email list!
Our very successful email list is open to any resident within our boundaries, just send 
an email to david@eglingham.org.uk and you will get added.

Useful Contacts
Local Councillor
Wendy Pattison: 07779 983072

Clerk to the Parish Council
Amy Smith: 01665 603755

Vicar
Rev. Marion Penfold: 01665 578250

South Charlton Village Hall (bookings)
Andy Gray: 
andrewsgraydesign@gmail.com
Eglingham Village Hall (bookings)
Julian Tyley: 01665 578460

Health:
NHS Direct - 111
Consulting Rooms  - 01665 602388
Bondgate Surgery - 01665 510888

Oil Buying Group
geoffosmond2@gmail.com

residents@ Email List Admin
david@eglingham.org.uk

Parish Website

www.eglingham.info
Please remember that the Parish DOES have its own website, run by the Parish Council. 
On it you will find past minutes for Parish Council meetings and Parish Council 
business along with pages for all the main groups in the Parish, the ECA, both Village 
Halls, both Churches, the Leek Club, the WI, and even Hear Abouts! Where you can 
download the latest and older issues of the magazine - along with registering to get 
your copy by email. Please check it out regularly as it is now being updated regularly!


