
                                      EGLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL  

                                 Clerk; Amy Smith 01665 603755  

                              Email; amycartmell@googlemail.com      

  

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday May 1 2019 at South Charlton Village Hall.  

  

19/37  Election of Chair  The clerk invited nominations for Chair. Cllr Alston was proposed 

by Cllr Gray and seconded by Cllr Biesterfield.  

19/38 Election of Vice Chair  The chair invited nominations for Vice Chair.  Cllr McIver 

was proposed by Cllr Alston and seconded by Cllr Biesterfield.  

19/39 Present –   Chair D Alston, Cllrs  J Lawson, D Biesterfield,   A Gray,  P McIver, G 

Grahamslaw and J Robson.  

19/40 Apologies for absence. County Cllr W Pattison. 

19/41  In attendance  - Amy Smith (clerk).  Two members of the public. 

19/42 Declaration of Interest - The Declaration of Interest had been read out by the chair at 

the Annual Parish Meeting.   

19/ 43  Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday March 13th 2019  at South Charlton 

Village hall.  The minutes were proposed and seconded as a true record. 

19/44  Matters arising;  Cllr Biesterfield raised a concern that NCC is not responding 

effectively to the Parish Council when concerns are raised and too many issues receive no 

action. 

Ditchburn Road/Eglingham Terrace; NCC officer Graham Bucknall said he had been out and 

looked at the road from Eglingham Terrace to West Ditchburn which he agreed is in a sorry 

state and needs a lot more than potholing, which has again been carried out. He has referred 

the matter to Dale Rumney, the Principle Programme Officer, to be considered for a future 

LTP resurfacing scheme, alongwith Ditchburn Road beyond the cattle grid at South Charlton. 

However he pointed out that these roads will be competing withn many others. 

Beanley Road; NCC officer Barry Wilson had informed the clerk that he was having another 

meeting with Nigel Brannen to discuss overhanging trees at Beanley Road and that he had 

written to the landowner of the rotten tree at the entrance to Eglingham to make it safe.  He 

promised to inform the clerk of any actions. 

Overgrowth on footpath at Eglingham Village Hall; The clerk had written to the landowner to 

request the overgrowth is cut back. 

Speed strips at South Charlton;  Richard McKenzie had said it could be some months before 

speed strips are laid due to a waiting list. 



North Charlton Bus Stop; The clerk had contacted NCC who explained that the bus stop would 

have remained in its original situation while work was being carried out and a temporary bus 

stop put in place.   

Mobile library van; There had been no interest expressed to the clerk in the mobile library van 

stopping in the village despite an article in Hearabouts. 

19/45 Traffic management plan; Eglingham; Following communications with Cllr Pattison 

between meetings it was resolved that the next step would be to invite NCC officer Neil 

Snowdon out for a site visit with councillors to discuss the village’s requirements. 

19/46 Northumberland Estates meeting/Development of land East of St James Church; 

Cllrs Biesterfield, Gray and Alston had met with Barry Spall from Northumberland Estates at 

South Charlton on April 15 to discuss the proposed housing application.  Cllr Robson declared 

an interest although she was not at the meeting.  Cllr Alston said the meeting was very 

productive and the Estates appear to be open to discussion about its plans, including size and 

materials of the build.  Cllr Gray had one concern that the plan for the three larger units are 

self build which could mean three different planning applications and they would be more 

visible.  It was resolved Cllr Biesterfield will write to Mr Spall stating the PC’s considerations 

that any outline consent should be to cover  all external design aspects in relation to the larger 

units.  Overall across all units the PC would expect to see the application of strict conditions 

governing their scale, height  and external dimensions and the materials to be used. It was also 

agreed that in general Eglingham Parish Council would expect to see any developments 

measured to the high standards of Northumberland ‘  developments at Chatton and Lesbury  

(first phase on the Lesbury to Foxton road). 

19/47 Litter bin;  Cllr Alston had received the litter bin for Eglingham bus shelter and asked 

that the clerk arrange for NCC officers to put it in position as a special key is needed to fix it. 

19/48  Middlemoor  Windfarm Community Fund;  Cllr McIver had met with Pete Barrett 

from the Foundation to discuss a funding application for work to Eglingham Village Hall 

kitchen to enable food to be cooked on the premises.  

19/49 County Council update; Cllr Pattison’s report had been circulated prior to the 

meeting.  Cllr Alston reported that himself and the clerk had attended the Nine Parishes 

meeting organised by Wendy last month.  NCC’s new head of planning Rob Murfin had 

spoken at the meeting and had seemed keen to make changes and engage with Parish 

Councils. 

19/50 Invited speaker; Chris Anderson, planning officer at NCC, to speak about 

Neighbourhood Plans. Mr Anderson gave a very informative presentation about 

Neighbourhood Plans and how a Parish Council could best undertake to complete one. He 

said 37 parishes in Northumberland are now designated and once a Neighbourhood Plan is 

passed referendum it becomes part of the overall development plan for Northumberland.  He 

said that a Plan is a way of promoting sustainable growth, maintaining a Parish’s character 

with local green space designated for protection and it could reinstate a settlement boundary.  

Mr Anderson explained that a Neighbourhood Plan could be kept simple for example with 

just one policy.  He explained a plan must be created within a corridor of restrictions in that 

it must be in line with the strategic policies of the county council and national planning policy.  

He suggested a team of 3/4 key people to lead it with other residents coming into it.  Funding 



can be secured to support the development of the plan and it would have to go out to 

consultation. .Following the presentation Cllr Biesterfield proposed that the PC should have 

a Neighbourhood Plan as it gave scope for greater control in planning as creating policies 

would mean that NCC would have to take notice.  He said he was happy to take the active 

role in its creation.  It was resolved to have Eglingham Parish Council designated and Cllr 

Biesterfield will lead the application. 

19/51 Financial; -Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2018/19;To consider 

and agree any actions from the internal auditor, to approve the Annual Governance 

Statement, to approve the annual accounts, Accounting Statement and Explanation of 

Variances. The clerk had met with Ian Gibson for the internal audit and he had reviewed and 

approved the accounts, checks and balances and signed the paperwork.  The PC was not 

eligible for a Certificate of Exemption this year as with wind farm monies its income and 

expenditure were both greater than £25,000, therefore the AGAR will be sent to the external 

auditor for review. The accounts had been circulated prior to the meeting and were approved 

by the PC and the chair read and signed the AGAR. 

Financial report (circulated) and any payments for approval. The following were agreed; A 

Smith (Clerk’s renumeration)    27 hours  @ £9.90     =  £267.90 3hours per week, Internal 

audit preparation and meeting. Mileage at HMRC rate 45p per mile; Alnwick to South 

Charlton  rtn  £7.20 x2 (meeting and internal audit) £14.40, Printer cartridge £17, A4 Paper 

£4, Total to clerk   £303.30. Greenfingers  cut  27/3/19   £54, BHIB annual insurance  

£378.30, Glasdon refuse bin and fixing  £114.08, NALC subscription  £120.08.  

Total payments £969.76 

Payments made between meetings;  ECA Festival on the field   £100, Community Foundation 

transfer of VAT reclaim £2000,  Receipts between meetings; Interest     £0.11   9.4.19,   1st 

Precept     £1905    11/4/19.   

Accounts Balance TREASURER’S ACCOUNT   £6190.65, BUSINESS ACCOUNT      

£2708.45 Total £8899.10. 

It was resolved to transfer the £500 retainer back to Mr Lillico as the tennis court surface had 

shown no further signs of sapling growth. 

It was noted to discuss and approve annual donations at the next meeting and update the 

standing orders and risk asset register. 

19/52 Correspondence; Circulated between meetings. 

19/53 Planning matters; 19/00223/FUL 1.5 storey extension, Shipley Lane Cottage, granted. 

19/01070/Ful Rock Midstead Farm Change of use to woodchip production. The clerk had 

submitted a response to NCC with the PC’s objections to the plan which was considered 

between meetings. The PC’s concerns were the level of noise from the plant for residents and 

the increased level of heavy traffic on the surrounding county roads, including through South 

Charlton.  It was resolved that the clerk will write to Rob Murfin at NCC raising the Parish 

Council’s concerns about the increased number of heavy lorries travelling through South 

Charlton to Shipley. 



 

19/54  Any other business; Cllr McIver raised the issue of the proposed children’s play area 

and adult training circuit proposed for the community. Cllr Alston asked that suggested plans 

for Eglingham Community Field suggested by the ECA be discussed at the next meeting.  It 

was also resolved that an article would go in Hearabouts asking Parish residents for their 

opinion on proposed ideas for the Field. 

19/55 Date of next meeting; - The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 

Wednesday June 12th at Eglingham Village Hall. 

Signed:-  

              Chairman                                Clerk                                          Date  

  

  

  

  

 

 


