
                                  EGLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL  

                                 Clerk; Amy Smith 01665 603755  

                              Email; amycartmell@googlemail.com      

  

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday June 17th 2019 at  South Charlton Village 

Hall.  

  

19/72 Present –   Chair D Alston,  G Grahamslaw, A Gray and D Biesterfield. 

19/73 Apologies for absence. Cllr P McIver, J Robson, J Lawson. 

19/74 In attendance  - Amy Smith (clerk). 

19/75 Declaration of Interest - The Declaration of Interest was read out by the chair.  

19/76  Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday June 12th  at Eglingham Village hall.  

The minutes were proposed and seconded as a true record. 

19/77  Matters arising;  The chair suggested that as there was so little business on the 

agenda in July it would make sense in future years to hold no meetings in July/August.  This 

was resolved. 

Eglingham Traffic Management Plan site visit; Cllr Alston reported that a site meeting had 

taken place with NCC officer Neil Snowdon.  Mr Snowdon had looked at the broken flashing 

speed sign at the top of the village and felt that it could be fixed. The plan would be to reuse 

it at the bottom of the village and a new sign installed there as part of a traffic plan.  It was 

also agreed following discussion  that the traffic management plan should include examining 

the possibility of  a footpath being put in place at Eglingham bridge which would also act as a 

traffic calming measure.  Mr Snowdon was going to draw up a traffic management plan 

following the site meeting and come back to the Parish Council with it.  Cllr Grahamslaw 

said any footpath would need to be carefully considered because of how traffic would 

approach it coming down the hill.  Cllr Alston suggested this could be managed by a sign 

indicating traffic travelling up the hill has prioirity over traffic coming down the hill   

 

The clerk had received a letter, under correspondence, from NCC regarding the Local 

Transport Plan Feedback which states that the PC’s previous request for a footpath and 

chicanes at Eglingham  bridge was subject to an initial survey and feasibility  study with a 

view to implementation next year if the proposal is acceptable. The letter also asked for 

requests for the 2019/20 LTP programme.   

Rock Midstead Farm site visit/Letter to Estate Manager; Cllr Biesterfield had attended the 

site meeting at Rock Midstead.  He reported to the Parish Council that he was very unhappy 



with the responses he received from Northumberland County Council planning committee 

chair Cllr Trevor Thorne.  Cllr Biesterfield was unhappy he was told he was not able to ask 

questions and only had an opportunity at the end to raise points of information. Cllr 

Biesterfield had raised the question of how much traffic would be generated from the 

woodchipping site with the lorries going through South Charlton and Eglingham but said the 

officers did not know the answer.  The planning application was approved at a full council 

meeting a few days later and  gives retrospective agreement for a  potential of 110 vehicle 

movements a day. Cllr Biesterfield has since written a letter of complaint to NCC and is 

considering writing an article in Hearabouts detailing his concern of no confidence in the 

planning process in Northumberland.  He is also due to meet with Rob Murfin, head of 

planning, to discuss his complaint on July 29. 

Cllr Biesterfield also felt it was of great concern that the road between South Charlton and 

Eglingham is an agreed national logging route.  He intends to find out more about the logging 

route and whether there is an avenue to ‘renew and restructure logging routes’ as he was 

concerned there had been no consultation.  

Hedges/trees cutting back; The clerk had received correspondence from NCC tree officer 

Barry Wilson confirming that Adam Wilson had agreed to cut down the rotten tree 

overhanging the road at the entrance to the village from Alnwick.  Mr Wilson also confirmed 

that he had met Nigel Brannen from Highways in Eglingham on July 4th and agreed on trees 

for removal and pruning on the Beanley Road after the bird nesting season and a road closure 

will be booked for September. 

The clerk had been in correspondence with April Potts who had agreed to cut back the 

overhanging hedgerow at Eglingham Village Hall by the end of the month. 

19/78 Eglingham Neighbourhood Plan update; Cllr Biesterfield had had a successful meeting 

with Sarah Branningan the designated liaison officer to support Eglingham PC with the 

Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Biesterfield said the PC is now at the information gathering and 

publicity stage. Ms Brannigan had advised the PC set up a small steering group and this 

would consist of Cllrs Biesterfield and Alston, and potentially an individual from North 

Charlton, South Charlton and another.  Cllr Alston said they should ask the newly formed 

group in South Charlton to nominate a person and he would write to ask them for a 

nomination.    Cllr Biesterfield proposed that the Neighbourhood Plan should cover two 

areas; design guidelines for development in the parish  and to assess  the landscape value of 

the parish and the land around it.  Grant funding of £9000 is available as well as a technical 

fund.  Cllr Alston said the steering group could initially look to set up a Facebook page for 

the Neighbourhood Plan or dedicate a section of the Parish website to it.   

19/79   Middlemoor Community Windfarm; The clerk had requested a plan and costings for 

the proposed Eglingham Community field developments from Penny Garrood that could be 



reproduced in Hearabouts (the plan at the presentation could not be reproduced on that scale).  

This had not been possible for the last issue but it was hoped could be achieved for the 

September issue.  Cllr Alston requested that the next Parish Council meeting scheduled for 

September be put back to October 2nd to allow for feedback regarding the proposals going 

into Hearabouts.  The clerk had received correspondence from Bill Purvis and Morrison Tate 

regarding the proposals.  The chair pointed out that the views expressed were similar views 

with some additions to those put forward in the original consultation of residents.  All 

consultation responses will be discussed at the October meeting. 

 

19/80 County Council update; Cllr Pattison’s report had been circulated.  Cllr Pattison was 

delighted regarding the 30mph speed limit proposal for South Charlton.  She also suggested 

the clerk write to Glen Sanderson and flag up the poor state of the road between Eglingham 

and Alnwick and  ask for repairs to the road surface.  She also highlighted a new NCC pricing 

system for grit bins and that grit bins now must be purchased only through NCC. 

19/81  Financial; Payments:- Payments to make :- A Smith (Clerk’s renumeration)    18 @ 

£9.90     =  £178.20, Mileage at HMRC rate 45p per mile; Alnwick to South Charlton rtn  

£7.20, Expenses; 12x postage  £7.61, Envelopes and paper £4.49, Total; £197.50  -HMRC 

payment of tax for first quarter £89.20, Total to clerk   £108.30 

Greenfingers Grounds maintenance (tractor cuts 2x £30 plus VAT on 3.7.2019)   £60.  * The 

clerk had checked with Greenfingers and this was additional cuts requested by the ECA in 

preparation for the Festival on the Field. The chair asked that the clerk contact Greenfingers 

and to explain that any additional cuts to the field should be agreed through the Parish 

Council. 

Payments between meeting; NCC  Collect and install litter bin  £99.62, (the clerk had 

queried the cost with highways as it was higher that quoted but the response was that it had 

been difficult to install. ) Greenfingers grounds maintenance Cuts 10/6, 26/6  £108, Total 

payments £465.12. Receipts between meetings; Interest   10/6/2019  Interest  £0.12. 

Accounts Balance   Treasurer’s  £4373.49 Business £2708.68. 

19/ 82 Correspondence; Love Northumberland- nominations requested for individuals and 

groups whose efforts have improved the heritage/landscape, Proposed South Charlton 30mph  

limit- the clerk will respond to Highways confirming the Parish Council’s support.  Local 

Transport Plan Feedback and proposals for 2019-20-the clerk will request a new road surface 

from Eglingham to Alnwick.  Two letters noted above from residents concerning the 

proposed children’s play area. 

 



19/83  Planning matters;  Granted 19/01070/FUL Rock Midstead Farm, (as discussed under 

matters arising). No other plans had been received. 

 

19/84  Any other business; There was no other business. 

19/85  Date of next meeting; - The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 

Wednesday October 2nd at Eglingham Village Hall. 

Signed:-  

              Chairman                                Clerk                                          Date  

  

 

 


