
                                      EGLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL  

                                 Clerk; Amy Smith 01665 603755  

                              Email; amycartmell@googlemail.com      

  

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday March 13th 2019 at South Charlton Village 

Hall.  

  

19/15 Present –   Chair D Alston, Cllrs  P McIver,  A Gray, G Grahamslaw, June Lawson, D 

Biesterfield. County Councillor Wendy Pattison.  

19/16  Apologies for absence. Cllr J Robson.  

19/17  In attendance  - Amy Smith (clerk).  

19/18  Declaration of Interest -  The Declaration of Interest was read out by the chair.  

19/19  Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday January 23rd  at Eglingham Village 

hall.  The minutes were proposed and seconded as a true record with a correction requested 

from Cllr Biesterfield that in 19/7 Northumberland Local Plan the wording ‘Alnwick is a 

designated area..’ should be altered to ‘was’. 

19/20  Matters arising;   

-Speed Sign; Following a visit to Eglingham by Cllr Pattison she suggested the PC might 

request the drawing up of a traffic plan from NCC, which could include the new speed sign to 

replace the broken one at the north end of the village, which Cllr Pattison has agreed to fund.  

The clerk will write to Neil Snowdon requesting the drawing up of a village traffic 

management design plan.  It was also agreed to request speed monitoring strips at South 

Charlton. 

-Ditchburn Road/Eglingham Terrace; The clerk had written to Graham Bucknall at NCC 

following January’s PC meeting to highlight the ongoing and worsening problem of potholes 

but had received no response. The clerk will now write to Glen Sanderson, following Cllr 

Pattison’s suggestion. 

-Litter bins; The chair had requested residents’ feedback on plans for a litter bin at Eglingham 

Village bus stop.  The general feedback received so far had been for a Heritage style bin 

within the bus stop. It was agreed to put an article in Hear Abouts in an endeavour to help to 

address the problem and to  proceed with installation of a litter bin. 

-Neighbourhood Plan; Chris Anderson, a planning officer at NCC, had agreed to attend the 

Annual Meeting of Eglingham Parish Council on May 1 to talk about a Neighbourhood Plan.  

The clerk will ask that he attend at 8pm to allow for other business first. 

-Northumberland Estates; Cllr Gray said he had been around residents in South Charlton 

seeking views on Northumberland Estates proposed plans to build six homes.  He said there 

were no major objections at this stage but did query whether more homes were needed as 

properties are currently standing empty.  The clerk confirmed that Barry Spall of 

Northumberland Estates was going to get back to her with dates at the end of 



March/beginning of April when he could come out to the site and meet any councillors and 

residents. 

Defibrillator maintenance; Cllr Gray confirmed that Paul Jackson had volunteered to keep up 

the maintenance of South Charlton’s defibrillator.  The clerk confirmed a letter of thanks had 

been sent to Gordon Plews.   

Hedges/trees cutting back; The clerk had received no response from Barry Wilson despite 

having written to Paul Jackson at NCC who had replied to say he would chase up Mr Wilson 

on the outstanding matters.  The clerk will now write to Glen Sanderson. Cllr McIver raised 

that the hedge around the village hall was encroaching onto the pavement and needed cutting.  

The clerk will write to April Potts, the landowner.  Cllr McIver also suggested that, regarding 

the new speed sign as part of the traffic plan, it should be ascertained whether the old sign 

was in the best place and whether the new sign should be moved to a different location.  Cllr 

Pattison also suggested that when the old one is taken down if it was fixable it could be 

relocated elsewhere in the village.  Cllr Biesterfield mentioned that there was once again 

ponding on the road by Cockhall Farm.  The clerk will write to Mitch Young to ask that the 

area is drained and that all drains are cleared. 

19/21 Sponsorship of Festival on the Field; It was proposed by the chair and unanimously 

agreed to support the festival agreeing the requested donation of £100. 

19/22 Community Asset Resgistration; The clerk had received confirmation from NCC that 

following the Parish Council’s applications both Eglingham and South Charlton Village Halls 

and the Tankerville Arms in Eglingham had been   added onto the Public Register of Assets 

of Community Value for a period of five years with effect from 5th February 2019.   

19/22 Northumberland Local Plan response; Cllr Biesterfield confirmed he had submitted 

the Parish Council’s objection to the Local Plan.  He said there would be a public examination 

in September and that representatives of the PC should attend.  Cllr Pattison said she thought 

some of the PCs had supported the Northumberland and Newcastle Society’s objections.  Cllr 

Biesterfield said many respondents had found it difficult to use NCC’s online system for 

submitting views.  Cllr Biesterfield drew attention to the statement of Councillor John Riddle 

(Chair of Planning at the County Council) that; “NCC are committed to ensuring that everyone 

with an interest in this plan has the opportunity to have their say and help shape the future of 

the county and this final phase of public engagement will provide an opportunity for people 

to review the final details and tell us about its soundness.” Cllr Biesterfield pointed out the 

yawning gap between NCC’s implied willingness to ‘listen’ to local communities and NCC’s 

continued ‘Identification of Suitable Areas for Wind Turbine Development’ covering some 

66% of the County’s land area (excluding the National Park & AONB’s) including virtually 

all of the area comprising and surrounding Eglingham Parish.’ The PC and many individual 

residents had made clear that such ‘Identification’ was both unwanted and ‘unsound’. 

19/23 North Charlton Bus Stop; The clerk had contacted NCC and was awaiting a response, 

regarding the future of the bus stop and the solar lighting erected there by the Parish Council, 

as the bus stop has to be resighted due to works on the A1.   

19/24  Middlemoor  Windfarm Community Fund;  Cllr MacIver said a final bid for capital 

funding for works to Eglingham Village Hall was due to go before the grant panel.   



19/25  County Council update; Cllr Pattison’s report had been circulated prior to the 

meeting.  She suggested the clerk contact Neil Snowdon/Richard MacKenzie to enquire when 

the speed strips might be laid in South Charlton. 

19/24 Financial;  

Payments to make :- A Smith (Clerk’s renumeration)    21hrs @ £9.90     =  £207.90 

- Payment to HMRC for Income Tax   £130.20  (Nov-March) Total to clerk   £84.90. 

Defibrillator maintenance; £130, Eglingham Village Hall Hire £20 – Cllr McIver will speak to EVH 

committee regarding hire charges. 

Payments made between meetings; Cheque for St James Church, South Charlton (replacing 

uncashed outdated cheque 683); £125 

Receipts between meetings; Interest  9.01    £0.11, 11.02 £0.12. 

Accounts Balance   TREASURER’S ACCOUNT   £6855.75, BUSINESS ACCOUNT      £2708.24 

£9563.99 .   (-£2000 to be returned to the Community Fund for VAT) (£500 retention) 

Total    £7063.99 

19/25 Planning; Application 19/00223/FUL 1.5 Storey extension, Shipley Lane Cottage, 

circulated between meetings, no objections. 

  

19/26  Correspondence; The clerk had received correspondence regarding consultation on 

improvements to the A1.  

 

19/27  Any other business; Cllr Biesterfield said that the mobile library van was seeking to 

see if there was demand for its services in the Parish.  It could come through Eglingham Village 

monthly on a Wednesday afternoon stopping outside the pub around 5.15pm but that it needs 

5 people to register an interest in order to do so.  A notice will go in Hearabouts and residents 

email to inform the clerk if they are interested and she will pass this information onto NCC. 

19/28  Date of next meeting - The next meeting of the Parish Council,  which is the Annual 

Meeting, will be held on Wednesday May 1st at South Charlton Village Hall.  Cllr Pattison 

gave her apologies as she will be attending a full council meeting. 

Signed:-  

              Chairman                                Clerk                                          Date  

  

  

  

  

 


