
                               EGLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL  

                                 Clerk; Amy Smith 01665 603755  

                              Email; amycartmell@googlemail.com      

  

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday March 7th 2018 at South 

Charlton Village Hall.  

18/30  Present –   Chair D Alston, Cllrs  J Lawson, D Biesterfield,   A Gray,  P 

McIver and J Robson. 

18/31 Apologies for absence. Cllrs H Stafford, G Grahamslaw. Councillor 

Wendy Pattison.  

18/32 In attendance  - Amy Smith (clerk) and a member of the public. 

18/33 Guest Stephanie Forster, planning officer, and Hayley Marron, 

senior planning officer, NCC.  The chair explained that the Parish Council had 

invited the officers along to the meeting to explain the role of the Parish 

Council in the planning process.  Ms Marron explained that the PC is consulted 

by the County Council on all applications in the parish to provide knowledge of 

the issues on the ground and represent the people who live in the parish and 

voice their concerns. The planning department will then consider whether they 

are valid concerns. Cllr Biesterfield asked how much weight the view of the PC 

carried? Ms Marron said that it comes down to the issues that are raised but 

she said when considering an application the PC’s views are the first to be 

looked at and whether they are planning or other issues such as highways in 

which case they will discuss with the relevant departments.  Ms Marron stated 

that if a PC objects to an application then it has to be seen by the head of 

service of the planning committee and the chair of the planning committee.  If a 

PC raises concerns then they will warrant further consideration but she said 

that the PC needs to be clear on whether they are objecting to the application 

or raising concerns.  She also said that the PC should ask for a direct response 

from the planning office when responding to a planning application. A ward 



councillor can also call in an application. Cllr Biesterfield raised concerns held by 

parishioners in rural villages that they will be put under development pressure.  

He cited examples of properties in Eglingham that the PC considers were given 

consent despite objections. He raised concerns that NCC did not always insist 

on best materials and design for developments and in particular those in 

conservation areas. He said Northumberland didn’t have a plethora of beautiful 

villages to we have to conserve the ones we have.  Ms Marron said planners had 

to have  valid planning reasons for decisions and to be able to show that where 

this is disagreement. The chair thanked the officers for their attendance. 

18/34 Declaration of Interest - The Declaration of Interest was read out by 

the chair. The chair declared an interest in the Lime trees, Eglingham. 

18/35 Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 7th  March at Eglingham 

Village hall. The minutes were proposed and seconded as a true record. 

18/36 Matters arising;  

Lime Trees, Eglingham; The clerk had received confirmation from NCC that 

overhanging branches would be cut back by the end of April. 

Getabout Scheme; Cllr McIver reported back from a meeting regarding the 

scheme that despite its potential the service no longer has a driver and is 

therefore unable to operate. 

North Charlton bus shelter; The chair had visited the bus shelter and thought 

that it is worth preserving if a use could be found for it, but not in its 

redundant position.  He will contact the gentleman who brought it to the parish 

council’s attention, to discuss the matter. 

Beanley Road; Highways officer Nigel Brannen had asked that the clerk clarify 

the exact location of the overhanging branches on a map. 

iNorthumberland; Sylvia Pringle of iNorthumberland had confirmed that quotes 

had been submitted to Openreach for installation at the Old Vicarage and the 



Old School House in Eglingham and she expected a response in the next few 

weeks. 

Community Asset Registration; The clerk had received confirmation from 

Northumberland Estates and The Tankerville Arms that they had received the 

Parish Council’s letter regarding its  plans to seek to register the  properties as 

Community Assets.  Mr Elliott stated that the pub is owned by a pension 

scheme, and therefore he would take advice on the proposed nomination and 

requested a copy  of the documents.   The clerk will now proceed to nominate 

the buildings and South Charlton village hall for registration. 

 

18/37 Middlemoor Windfarm Community Fund; Tennis court application; The 

Community Foundation had granted £12000 to resurface the tennis court on 

Eglingham Community Field. The clerk had informed Nicky Dickinson who will get 

in touch with the contractor. 

Publicity for the next round of funding; The clerk reported funding for the 

Innogy Renewables UK Middlemoor Windfarm Community Benefit Fund had been 

displayed on the parish website, noticeboards and in Hearabouts.  The deadline 

for new applications is 28 May for discussion at the panel meeting in July.  Cllr 

Biesterfield asked what the PC could do to make South Charlton and Eglingham 

better? Cllr Robson said that when the Windfarm money first came into place 

public meetings were held to discuss how the money could be used. Cllr 

Biesterfield suggested funding could be spent on improving the church yards at 

both South Charlton and Eglingham.  Cllr McIver said it should be community led 

development.  Cllr Alston reported that the Community Foundation would be 

holding events this summer in South Charlton and Eglingham to invite ideas as to 

what should be done with the next stage of funding from October. 

Eglingham Village Hall; Cllr McIver reported that following further 

investigations there was currently no damp in Eglingham Village Hall after the 

refurbishment and it was agreed by councillors that there was no need at 

present for the proposed removal of soil around  the exterior of the kitchen 

wall. It was agreed that Cllr McIver would apply to the Community Foundation 

for a grant to tidy up Eglingham Village Hall and its surroundings with 



replacement fencing and tarmacking to the main car park, the rear of the toilet 

block and side of the kitchen. 

18/37 County Council update; (The report was circulated prior to the 

meeting).  Cllr Pattison had a prior engagement.  Her report  gave updates on 

repairs to a blocked gully at Church Lane, Eglingham, the reopening of the 

bridge between Eglingham and South Charlton.  She has written to both the 

lader of NCC and the cabinet member for highways highlighting her concern at 

the increased number of potholes on roads in the parish and further afield. 

 

18/39 Financial; The financial report was circulated prior to the meeting. 

Payments made; A Smith (Clerk’s renumeration)   18hrs  @ £9.90      =  £178.20, 

Mileage at HMRC rate 45p per mile; Alnwick to South Charlton rtn  £7.20, 

NALC Audit training £5 (£10 cost split with Rennington PC), Printer cartridge  

£15. Total to clerk   £205.40.  

Receipts between meetings; NCC £9140.50 (for broadband Openreach), NCC 

Precept 1 £1850, Interest March £0.33, April  £0.30.Payments made between 

meetings; BT Openreach invoice £9140.50 (final half of payment for completion 

of work at North Charlton broadband). 

18/40  Planning; Planning matters; NCC Local plan, Plans since last meeting; 

18/00901/ful and 18/00900/ful Harehope Hall, Eglingham, no objections. 

18/00777/ful silage clamp at West Ditchburn Farm, no objections. New plans; 

18/01147/FUL Erection of frame building, Land East of Dean Well and 

18/01083/FUL  proposed covered silage clamp at Land East of Dean Well, 

Eglingham, application 18/01083/FUL. No objections to either. 

Cllr Biesterfield requested that the clerk write to NCC expressing that the PC  

appreciated the fantastic restoration and high standard of refurbishment and 

development works at Harehope Hall.  The clerk reported that she had 

expressed Mr Biesterfield’s comments in the planning response. 

Northumberland Local Plan Spring Consultation; It was agreed that Cllr 

Biesterfield would draft a response to the consultation following discussion  

where councillors agreed that there should  not be any allocation for bigger 



housing developments in Eglingham Parish.  It was felt that the Parish does not 

have the infrastructure to support larger developments and Eglingham Village’s 

status as a conservation area meant there is no scope for larger developments. 

18/41 Correspondence; NALC training dates- the clerk had circulated the 

training dates to all councillors.  The clerk had attended a training event on the 

new audit requirements. 

Blue dye; A letter from NCC explained that blue dye is being added to weed 

killer so that officers and residents can see where weed killer has been sprayed 

in the summer months. 

 

18/42 Any other business; Cllr McIver reported that two parishioners had 

expressed an interest in becoming councillors.   

The clerk reported that she had heard nothing further regarding a possible 

application to the Community Foundation to improve gate access on Public 

Bridleways for horse riders. 

The chair will contact Ian Grant regarding the road sign at Shipley Road. 

The clerk will contact the highways department regarding the corroded village 

sign on Beanley Road. 

Cllr Biesterfield highlighted standing water on the road near Cockhall Bank.  

The clerk will report to highways.  Cllr Robson said that NCC had been quick to 

unblock road gullies following the bad weather in February. 

18/43 Date of next meeting - The annual meeting  of the Parish Council and 

the annual Parish meeting will be on Wednesday May 23rd  at Eglingham Village 

Hall from 7.30pm.  

Signed:-  

              Chairman                                Clerk                                          Date  

   



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 


